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E.O. 11652:  XGDS-1

TAGS:  PFOR, AEMR, UK, US, EG, LY

SUBJECT:  EGYPTIAN-LIBYAN CONFRONTATION

 

1.  PROSPECT OF AN EGYPTIAN MILITARY ATTACK ON LIBYA WAS

DISCUSSED WITH FCO OFFICERS DURING HIGHLY USEFUL CON-

SULTATION HERE OF NEA LIBYA DESK OFFICER KING ON OCTOBER

16.  AS DEPARTMENT PRESUMABLY AWARE FROM REPORTING IN

JIC CHANNEL, LAST WEEK BRITISH SWUNG MUCH CLOSER TO WHAT

WE UNDERSTAND TO BE CURRENT US INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT

THAT SADAT MAY ATTACK LIBYA MILITARILY AS PART OF AT-

TEMPT TO OVERTHROW QADHAFI.  THERE IS, HOWEVER, SOME RE-

MAINING SKEPTICISM AMONG BRITISH WHO FEEL THAT SADAT

MUST BE SO AWARE OF THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY PROBLEMS

INVOLVED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE EGYPTIAN MILITARY BUILD-

UP ON THE BORDER IS, IN THE PHRASE USED BY TWO FCO

OFFICERS IN SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFF, "TO

SHAKE THE TREE AND SEE WHAT FALLS OUT".  IF SADAT REALLY

DOES INTEND TO LAUNCH A CONVENTIONAL MILITARY ATTACK,

BRITISH EXPERTS ARE PUZZLED BY HIS APPARENT UNDERESTIMA-

TION OF THE POLITICAL AND PARTICULARLY MILITARY DIFFI-

CULTIES INVOLVED.  LODGED DEEP IN THE BRITISH COLLECTIVE

MEMORY, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE MILITARY, ARE THE ENORMOUS

LOGISTICAL DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED BY THE BRITISH
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DURING THEIR OWN THREE SUCCESSIVE MILITARY ADVANCES ACROS
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THE LIBYAN DESERT IN 1940-43.

 

2.  IN THE EVENT THAT EGYPT DOES ATTACK LIBYA MILITARILY,

FCO DESK OFFICERS SAID THEY ASSUMED THAT THE UN SECURITY

COUNCIL WOULD BE CALLED INTO EMERGENCY SESSION, AND WOULD

CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE CEASE-FIRE.  THEY ALSO ASSUMED THAT,

WHILE THE UK WOULD, OF COURSE, SUPPORT SUCH A CALL, THE UK

WOULD NOT ITSELF INITIATE ANY ACTION.

 

3.  WHILE ACCORDING TO THE FCO THE BRITISH HAVE NOT YET

TAKEN ANY STEPS TO ALERT BRITISH SUBJECTS IN  LIBYA FOR

A POSSIBLE PARTIAL EVACUATION, IF HOSTILITIES SHOULD SEEM

MORE IMMINENT, THE BRITISH MIGHT SUDDENLY SHOW SOME

INTEREST IN JOINT EVACUATION PLANNING WITH US AS THEY

HAVE DONE IN THE LEBANON.  WE ASSUME THE DEPARTMENTS OF

STATE AND DEFENSE HAVE GIVEN THOUGHT TO THE CONTINGENCY

THAT WE MIGHT BE ASKED TO EVACUATE SOME OF THE FOREIGN

COMMUNITY IN LIBYA AT THE SAME TIME THAT WE MIGHT BE ASKE

TO EVACUATE THE REMNANTS OF THE US AND ALLIED DIPLOMATIC

COMMUNITIES IN BEIRUT.
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